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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 3493 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR MASS IZ LE 

SUB J : IRAQI SUPPORT FOR LEBANESE NATIONAL MOVEMENT 
REF: BAGHDAD 1296 

1 . OUR INFORMATION SUPPORTS REFTEL, SUGGESTING IRAQ HAS 
STOPPED FINANCIAL AID TO THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT (NM). 

ACCORDING TO AN EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE, SAMIR SABBAGH OF AL 
MURABITUN, WHICH IS A PART OF THE NM, TOLD A FRIEND ON JUNE 18 
THAT THE AL MURABITUN WAS UNABLE TO MEET ITS FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATIONS, BECAUSE IRAQ HAD CUT OFF ITS FINANCIAL AID TO 

THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT. SABBAGH ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE 
MURABITUN’S SHARE OF THIS AID HAD BEEN LL 75,000 ($26,000) 

PER MONTH. (ON MAY 24 SABBAGH HAD REMARKED TO CHARGE AND 
EMBOFFS THAT THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT AS A WHOLE RECEIVED LL 2.5 
MILLION ($865,000) PER MONTH FROM IRAQ.) 

2. THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT MAY ALSO BE HAVING TROUBLE 
WITH ITS OTHER PRINCIPAL FOREIGN BACKER - LIBYA. IN A 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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REMARK VERY MUCH OUT OF CHARACTER, SABBAGH TOLD EMBOFFS 
ON MAY 10 THAT LIBYA WAS BACKING "TROJAN HORSES" WITHIN 
THE PLO WHO WERE POISONING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
PALESTINIANS AND LEBANESE MUSLIMS, SO THAT THE LATTER 
WOULD ACCEPT AN UNJUST SETTLEMENT PERMITTING THE 
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL. (COMMENT: SABBAGH'S 
CRITICISM MIGHT STEM FROM DISSATISFACTION OVER LIBYAN 
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FINANCING OF THE MURABITUN RATHER THAN ANY 
DISILLUSIONMENT WITH TRIPOLI'S POLICY TOWARD TEL AVIV.) 
PARKER 
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